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DERBYSHIRE GOLF CLUB MOVES TO ALLESTREE (1930) 

 
Derby Daily Telegraph. Thursday 29 August 1929 
 
NEW DERBY GOLF COURSE PLANNED TREES FELLED ALLESTREE 
 
Trees are being felled at Allestree Park to make way for the new course of the Derbyshire Club. This course will 
rank among the best in the county. Messrs. Graham and Bennett, Derwent Street, the purchasers of the timber, 
told a "Derby Daily Telegraph" representative today that the trees ranged from 35 to 200 years age. They 
included cypress, acacia, thorn, ash, elm, oak, poplar, sycamore, spruce, beech, lime, and alder.  
 
 Mr. E. Bell, a representative of the firm, who is also a golfer, said the park contained the largest thorn had seen in 
his life.  There were various types of specimen trees, grown for their appearance and not worth much in the way 
of timber.  " It is going to be a very charming course" he said. "It will offer broader reach of fairway, and there will 
not be the hitting into banks which occurs on some local courses. There will be considerably more run on the ball. 
the ground is sandier and the turf of better texture than found elsewhere. Greens are being constructed on quite 
the latest plan and are of the ear shaped type.” 
 
The picture below shows workers preparing the new (present) course at Allestree in January 1930. 
 

 
Derby Daily Telegraph Wednesday 22 January 1930. Image © Reach plc.  

Image created courtesy of THE BRITISH LIBRARY BOARD. 
 
Derbyshire Advertiser August 5, 1928 which was the weekly county newspaper of the time explains the 

formation of the Derbyshire Golf Club after the death of Mrs Johnson at Allestree Hall.  

The park and hall were bought by the Commercial Construction Company. Members of Derbyshire Golf club were 

nearing the end of the lease of the links on Ashbourne Road and they accepted the offer made by Mr AF 

Farnsworth to transfer the club to Allestree. It was agreed that when the course moved there should be laid out 

in a suitable pavilion.  

Mr H S Colt was asked to design the course and Messrs GF Tomlinson and Sons Derby contractor carried out its 

construction. 
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The course was opened by the President of the club Brigadier General ECWD Walthall CMG DSO on the 21st of 

May 1930 before an assembly of golfers from all parts of the Midlands. 

The membership continued to increase until 1938 when it is almost full. 

Allestree course to open on Saturday 31 May 1930. 

 

Derby Daily Telegraph Thursday 22 May 1930. Image © Reach plc.  
Image created courtesy of THE BRITISH LIBRARY BOARD. 
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Report on the opening and a description of the course in June 1930. 
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Derbyshire Advertiser and Journal Friday 6 June 1930. 
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Picture taken on opening day on 31 May 1930. Image courtesy of Andrew Picken 
 
A new professional was appointed in May 1933. 
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